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CORRESPONDENCE FROM THE SCOTTISH GOVERNMENT TO THE PUBLIC AUDIT 
COMMITTEE, DATED 22 JUNE 2015 
 
Dear Convener 
 
AUDITOR GENERAL FOR SCOTLAND (AGS) SECTION 22 REPORT “THE SCOTTISH 
GOVERNMENT CONSOLIDATED ACCOUNTS 2013/14:  COMMON AGRICULTURAL 
POLICY FUTURES PROGRAMME” – INVITE TO GIVE ORAL EVIDENCE 
 
Thank you for your letter of 11 May which invited me to provide an update to the Committee 
on the Futures Programme. You asked for information on the number of fully submitted 
applications compared with the previous year’s figure.  
 
920 online applications have been received for the Agri-Environment Climate Scheme which 
closed to applications at midnight 12 June.  This was more than expected in the first year of 
this new scheme. 
 
The closing date for submission of the Single Application Form was midnight on 15 June, by 
when 20,711 Single Application Forms are estimated to have been submitted.  13,534 
(65 per cent) have been submitted online and 7,177 (35 per cent) on paper.  The above 
figures are provisional and are subject to change as routine checks are carried out, for 
example if duplicate applications are discovered.   
 
For comparison purposes, 21,730 Single Application Forms were received in 2014 of which 
13,559 (62 per cent) were online and 8,171 (38 per cent) were on paper.   However, this is 
the first year of the new Common Agricultural Policy, which has different eligibility criteria for 
funding. This includes tough new minimum activity rules that the industry agreed should be 
brought in to prevent an additional million hectares entering the system and diluting 
producers’ payments.  As expected, slightly fewer direct funding applications were submitted 
this year, but the numbers submitted online have remained level, and the percentage online 
was higher.    
 
You asked about four areas that audit Scotland mentioned in their update letter of 21 April 
where the focus on delivering the registration and application software had slowed progress 
on other parts of the process.  The delivery imperative was to ensure that we were able to 
launch a serviceable application system in good time for all applications to be submitted 
before the regulatory deadline, which we did.  We had to accept certain temporary 
compromises that meant the experience for some customers and, indeed our own staff, was 
not optimal.  From the beginning of May we implemented performance improvements that 
had a significantly positive impact. At the end of the day we are delighted that all our 
customers that wanted to have been able submit their applications by the deadline. 
 
I am very happy to accept your invitation to give oral evidence on 23 September and will be 
joined by Jonathan Pryce, Director Agriculture Food and Rural Communities, and David 
Barnes, Chief Agricultural Officer.  If you would like any further information before then, I 
would be very happy to provide it. 
 
Yours sincerely 
 
GRAEME DICKSON 
 


